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R. : I think the Labour Party would largely increase, but
I doubt whether they would have a majority.

L. G. : I think you are right. How about the Liberals ?
This is a great night for Asquith. He is having a dinner, and
he has the Hull election as hors d'wuvre.

R.: I hardly think Mr. A. will ever be able to form another
Government.

L. G. : They are trying to work up enthusiasm for Donald
Maclean.1

B. L. : Well, he won't fill the bill.

L. G. : Remember they said that of Campbell-Bannerman 1

R.: Yes, but he stood for something in the mind of the public.

L. G.: Yes, I agree. He was a big figure, and got bigger
as he advanced.

A curious scene took place in the drawing-room. Mrs.
Astor engaged in a good deal of badinage which made the
party very noisy, everyone laughing and talking loudly, except
Bonar Law, who displayed great skill in getting in under the
barrage by speaking in a low modulated voice. This is one of
his chief arts. In argument he always pitches his voice below
that of his opponent and thus secures a hearing, Mrs. Astor
vigorously reproached B. L. for having made Astor senior a
peer, thus ruining the chances of her husband as a House of
Commons man. u You were a mean creature 1 " she said.
Then, laughing loudly, she darted at B. L., who was seated in
a chair, and gave him a good shaking, to which he gently
submitted.

Much talk of President Wilson. L. G. said he thought him
more sincere than he had done at first. He talks a lot of senti-
mental platitudes, but believes them. He is not a hypocrite
nor a humbug. He is sincere. The difference between his point
of view and that of old Clemenceau is marked. The old boy
believes in none of Wilson's gods and does not understand
them. L. G. added, " I am sorry Clemenceau is failing. It is
very marked. Now he so often asks for twenty-four hours in
which to make up his mind. Before, he made it up in twenty-
four seconds. A truly wonderful person."

1The Rt. Hon. Sir Donald Maclean; Chairman, Liberal Parliamentary
Party, 1919-22 ; d. 1932.